CHAITANYA  AND   ECS  COMPANIONS.

attainment of that state of tranquillity which
raises a man above the sorrows and pleasures of
the world, the Vaisnavas went a step beyond
and longed for God-realisation. This stage
presupposes the attainment of the highest goal
of Buddhism, viz: perfect ethical development
in man and an extinction of his passions and
desires. The experiences of a mystic are
strange. To Ms senses the incomprehensible
becomes recognizable as clearly as a material
object, and the soul becomes full of ecstasies of
joy when the vision is clear, and of anxious
longings when the vision fades. This I have
already shown by examples from Europe and
Asia alike. 1 give below a list of some of the
mystics of Europe and Asia with their dates,1
Those who would like to have a fuller account
of them are referred to Mrs. Under Hill's
excellent work.

Philo the mystical Alexandrian

Jew            ...               ...  B.C. 20 to A.D. 40

St. Clement of Alexandria ... A.D. 160-220.
Pope Gregory the Great     ... A.D. 5-10-604.
St. Bernard      ...               ... A.D. 1091-1153.

Richard of St. Victor         ... A.D. 1173.

(Dante spoke of this mystic as 'in contempla-
tion more than man.3)
St. Hildegarde...               ... A.D. 1098-1179.

1 I have not included any name of the Indian  s&dhus  in   the  sub-
joined list.